Technologies developed in Small Ruminants livestock in Benin ¥ a j
Introducing the Research Study | it ﬁ

With an estimated annual growth of 4%, the demand for animal products s
destined 1o increase in sub-5aharan Africa, especially West Africa, by mgre.than
250% by 2020 (Club du SahelOECD, 1998, Delgado of al, 2001). };.-
from population growth, accelerated  urbanization.  growinge
mnsequenlj:.' increased ;:uurmasmg powear of the populations. g

Vilast African national budgets is negligible and variable,
The small rurminant production in West Africa is not very dewvel oe
Average herd size i3 small and does not encourage hamead
farming praciices. Production of small ruminants s a subssdiaty
is not specialized livestock production, In addition, it generales s
small percentage of tofal farm income. although this percerits
smaller producers,
in Benin, small ruminants are an actvity practiced by the vast mg ;
population. Apart from the prestige functions and savings. livestiock IMefsenesio
incresase the income of famers through the sake of animals and their by-products
{s&in, milk) and the use of manure for fertilizing farms (Savi et al, 2004).

The number of goats sheep estimated in 2013 at 2 576 000 head and contributed 1o
approximately 13% (8 243,10 tons) of the national total meat production (64 968,55
tons. There i 2 predominance of goats in the southern area while sheep
predgominate in the north. The rate of believes is estimated over a period of 35
yEars (1960-1954) 1o 3% for sheep and 4.5% for goats. Researches try always to
improve small ruminants’ feeding  (Gbego, 1999 Gbégo et al, 2016} health
Hounzangbeé-Adaté et al, 2001)

The small ruminants are practiced in rural, pesi-
urban and urban areas it is 8 family breeding. The
typas of farming are varied and reflect the diversity
of agro-ecological zones, ethnic and social behaviar
and the technical level of farmers. The number of
shesep i higher than the goats’ one like # show an
the graphic.
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Results and outputs

Relative importance of technologies developed in
small ruminants livestock

B Small ruminant feeding
® Small ruminant health

Innowvation carmad oul technologies on small numinanis feeding, lead and health.
In whole, 32 innovations ang developed by research and start io sheep and goats
producer, Globally 55 % of technologies concem animals feeding, 31 % for
armmals health and 13 % for small ruminant lead.

Ta improve amimals feeding an dry season, supplementary feeds testing by
regearch bo feed small ruminants can be obtained from agro-industrial by-
products such as residues of ol extracted from ofl bearing seeds (graundnuts,
coconut, palm kernels, cotton seed, soya bean eic), by-products of grain
procassing (maize, rice, wheat, sorghum, millet eic), peelings of crops {(yams,
cagsava, polatoes, planfams eotc) and industial by-products (brewers’ dried
grains, fruit cannery by-products, molasses eic).

According to amamals health research experiment with success many plant fo
treal sheep and goals. We can name; papaya seed, Newbouldiz fo struggle
warm, Hipleix o trail scab ete.
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Whb is the research product useful for?

The study will result in the development of an ICT based dietary advice
system for a participating region and wil lead to relevant
recommendations on future agricultural innovations that would
contribute  towards economic development, food securty and
enhanced nutrition and heaith in the region.

The result will be firstly benefit to the small ruminants breeder in
particular and generally for the famers. So the different technology
developed will help them to improved their animals breeding in odder
to add value fo the production. Secondary the small ruminant trading
will increase their activiies and will deliver meat to consumer,
Manure will be used to ferilize farms and increase production.
Altogether, innovations will impact positive small ruminant production
and grow household income for famers and that contribute to
development,
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